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INTRODUCTION

Community facilities, services, and infrastructure are essential elements of an
attractive, livable, and prosperous community. Educational facilities, like schools and
libraries, drive the local economy by educating the future workforce, supporting and
attracting today’s workforce by educating their children, and promoting quality of life.
Healthcare and community wellness establishments support resident health, well-
being, and safety. Parks and recreation opportunities encourage active lifestyles and
draw visitors who contribute to the local tourism economy. This chapter articulates
how Prince Edward County is serving its residents’ community facilities, services, and
infrastructure needs for today and planning for the needs of tomorrow.

KEY THEMES

Excellence

Prince Edward County Public Schools
are conditionally accredited facilities,
and are a top concern as identified
during community engagement, with
concerns expressed regarding test
scores, building age and function.
Prioritizing education quality in
addition to maintenance and
upgrades to school facilities will
improve perceptions and the reality of
the Prince Edward education system
and facilites.
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Community engagement highlighted
the desire for improvement and
expansion of community services.
The topics discussed in this Chapter,
especially schools, are influential
factors for attracting families and
younger professionals to live in

the County. With Prince Edward’s
population projected to remain steady
over the next twenty years, attracting
this demographic will be vital to build
the next generation for the County.

Community
Wellness

Community engagement pinpointed
the need for additional health services
and facilities for residents. The County
boasts ample outdoor recreation
opportunities that promote active
lifestyles. However, the County will
improve and expand medical care,
which includes diversifying the types
of services offered.
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATION & GOVERNANCE

COUNTY COURTHOUSE The FY 22-24 CIP funded upgrades to the front lawn of the Prince Edward County
Courthouse including new furniture, landscaping, signage, lighting, and flagpoles.
Prince Edward County provides many essential services for its These updates provide the Courthouse with an enhanced community appearance

residents which are delivered by various departments. The Prince and o weleoming apace to host gatherings during festivalz ancievents,

Edward County Courthouse, located in Downtown Farmville,
houses most of the County’s departments, including County
Administration, Community Development, Constitutional Offices,
Sheriff’s Department, Courts, General Registrar, and the Health
Department.

This facility was originially constructed in 1939 and renovated
in 2020 through a five phase renovation. This project addressed
safety and overcrowding issues including:

e Relocated social services outside of the Courthouse
Allocated additional space to the Sheriff’s Office suite
Added a security vestibule and sally port addition to the
building for the safety of all users

CANNERY

Owned by Prince Edward County and operated by a part-time
employee, the Prince Edward Cannery is as a distinctive asset
to the community. The Cannery, located on Abilene Road near
Hampden-Sydney College, was originally founded in the 1940s
for the community to preserve their Victory Garden Harvest. The
Cannery opened for home canning operation in 1975 and has
been a cherished part of the community since.

No produce after 10:00
In 2010, the Cannery received grant funding from the Virginia ; B Open at 7:00

Tobacco Commission to expand the facility’s scope of operations
and became the Prince Edward Cannery and Commercial
Kitchen. This expansion allowed farmers and food businesses

to use the facility in addition to home users. To assist with the 4 :

business operations of the Cannery, Virginia Food Works, a non- The Virginia ASSOCIQtIDn of Counties recognized the County with a 2023 VACo

fit - ists food d ith S o Achievement Award for the partnership between the Prince Edward Cannery
e e and Virginia Food Works. This partnership benefits home canners, local farmers,

production and food laws to successfully bring their products to 8| and entrepreneurs.

the retail market. i) S SS——r
Source: Prince Edward County
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ANIMAL CONTROL

Prince Edward County Animal Control is located on County Shop Road. With 2 full-time employees in 2023, the Animal Control
Department operates the County’s animal shelter, which housed a total of 253 dogs and cats.

The Prince Edward County Animal Shelter facility is too small to meet current and projected needs. In addition, the facility has
inadequate storage space and is unable to be modified to meet needs or mandated state requirements. To accommodate these needs,
the Capital Improvement Plan for FY 22-24 identifies a new animal shelter as a top priority. As stated by the Prince Edward County
2023 Annual Report, a potential site on Commerce Road has been identified for a new facility and the planning and design stage has
begun.

Source: Prince Edward County Animal
Care and Control Facebook




Southside Virginia
Family YMCA

The Southside Virginia Family YMCA
is located on Commerce Road, one
mile west of the County’s public
school campus, and is comprised of a
fitness center and a swimming pool.
The YMCA provides recreation for all

demographics, with programs such as:

Aquatics

Youth Sports

Summer day camps

A swim team

After school child care

Fitness classes

(e IR S R I e R R

Leaders’ Club, a program for teens
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COMMUNITY CENTERS

Community engagement identified the need for a community center in the County, which
is especially acute for teenagers who lack appropriate places to gather.

Community centers provide vital services for residents by offering recreational,
educational, and commercial opportunities, in addition to gathering spaces for community
events.

There is currently an ongoing effort to restore the historic Mary E. Branch School as a
community center with a variety of amenities for residents. Because of the building’s
history and the desire to preserve it, the community re-envisioned the building as a
community center to house classrooms, meeting rooms, a kitchen for culinary classes, an
auditorium, and potentially mental health resources. The County will continue to partner
with the Town of Farmville to rehabilitate this building into a community center.

In addition to this project, the County will partner with institutions such as Longwood,
Hampden-Sydney, and the Town of Farmville to provide community amenities at existing
facilities. This may include shared use of recreational facilities, community education
programs, and innovation centers.

Moary E. Branciv Scihhool

X
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The Mary E. Branch School, located at 632 South Main Street in Farmville, was
constructed in 1926, originally as the Farmville Colored School or Farmville No. 2.
In 1931, this school’s name was changed to Robert Russa Moton High School. Its
~ current name, Mary E. Branch School, was given in 1939 whenlwe new high schcml f
openéd across South Main Street and adopted the name Robert Russa Moton ngh
School (now the Robert Russg Motbn Museum) :

Source: Civil Rights Walking Tour of Farmville, Moton Museum



FIRE & RESCUE

Prince Edward County Fire and Rescue Departments are responsible for fire services and emergency medical services (EMS). Seven
independent fire departments are operated by a combination of paid and volunteer staff, however most are volunteers (see Map 6-1 for
locations). Fire services include fire suppression, rescue/extrication, fire prevention, and public education. Funding for these services is
provided by donations acquired by fundraisers in addition to some funding from the County’s General Fund. EMS is provided from the
Meherrin Volunteer Fire & Rescue Company 5 and the Prince Edward Volunteer Rescue Squad. Rescue equipment include ambulances,
an Advanced Life Support quick response vehicle, a mass casualty trailer, an all-terrain vehicle (ATV), and a heavy rescue truck.

In 2023, the County’s fire services responsed to a total of 1,172 calls, which is an increase of 394 calls from the previous year. The
County’s emergency medical services also experienced an increase in call frequency during 2023, with 4,046 calls compared to 3,977
calls in the previous year.

Hampden-Sydney College and Longwood University assist in filling emergency service gaps during the academic year, however, this
partnership’s additional support is unavailable during the summer months due to student volunteers leaving the area for school breaks.
A fire and rescue authority in partnership with surrounding localities may be needed to meet future needs. A regional authority with
multi-jurisdictional oversight and coordination will streamline resources and provide improved services with shorter response times.

¢

L\
1,712 Fire calls

responded to in
2023

4,046 EMS calls
responded to in
2023

Hampden-Sydney Fire Department
Source: Prince Edward County



LAW ENFORCEMENT

The Prince Edward County Sheriff’s Office
is responsible for the enforcement of laws.
In addition to community policing, deputies
provide valuable services to County
residents by providing programs and
services such as D.A.R.E., Class Action,
and drug awareness events. Additional
community programs include:

Project Lifesaver
Highway Safety Events
Senior Safety

Triad

Crime Solvers
Neighborhood Watch

The County Sheriff's Office is located in the
County Courthouse on North Main Street
in Farmville. Longwood University and
Hampden-Sydney College have separate
law enforcement agencies, although the
County Sheriff’s Office works with these
agencies when necessary. Additional
space for the Prince Edward County
Sheriff’'s Office is a primary need, due to
overcrowding in the evidence room with no
room for expansion at its existing location.
In addition, the Sheriff's Office staff share
workspaces and computers due to a lack
of offices.

The Piedmont Regional Jail serves all
Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC)
localities, except for Charlotte County.
This minimum- to high-security facility
opened on May 11, 1988, with capacity
for 101 offenders. Due to three expansions
over the years, the jail accommodates a
maximum of 600 offenders, including U.S.
Marshal, state, and local offenders.
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The Jail is overseen by the Piedmont
Regional Jail Board, composed of two
appointed members from each jurisdiction
it serves. The Board maintains a list of
needed capital improvement projects

such as the replacement of food service
equipment, information technology
upgrades, buildings and grounds
maintenance, and security upgrades.

In addition, the Piedmont Regional Jail
Authority Capital Improvements Plan (CIP)
identifies funding for four future expansion
projects. This planned expansion includes
an administration building, warehouse,
annex building, and converting an existing
unit to medical housing.

8,658 Sheriff calls
responded to in
2023

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

The Farmville Emergency Communications
Center (ECC) provides 911 call dispatch
for Prince Edward County, including calls
originating at Longwood and Hampden-
Sydney. The ECC is the primary public
safety answering point (PSAP) for the
County. The Prince Edward Sheriff’s
Office serves as the secondary PSAP,
maintaining a line for 911 calls that are
transferred from the Farmville ECC.

A proposal is under consideration to
consolidate the primary and secondary
PSAP into one main PSAP. The
consolidation will improve efficiency and
coordination, among other benefits. The
proposal requires the financial support
of the County, the Town of Farmville,
Longwood University, and Hampden-
Sydney College.

The Prince Edward County FY 22-

24 CIP identifies a new emergency
communications radio system for funding.
The system will be used by emergency
service agencies countywide and include
five tower sites for a 95% coverage rate,
greatly improving the County’s overall
emergency response. The project was
approved for purchase in 2023.

EMERGENCY & DISASTER
MANAGEMENT

The County’s designated Emergency
Management Coordinator obtains
necessary resources from the state

to navigate major emergencies. The
Coordinator, in conjunction with the
Department of Social Services and the
County school system also opens an
emergency shelter at Prince Edward
County Middle School for residents who
may have been displaced during an
emergency.
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INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE FUTURE

Prince Edward County’s water service is provided by the Town of
Farmville’s Public Water System and the Hampden-Sydney College
community groundwater system. All remaining residents not serviced by

these two water systems are served by private wells, estimated to be
about half of the County’s population. REGIONAL WATER
The Town of Farmville’s Public Water System, fed by the Appomattox SU PPI_Y PI_AN

River, primarily services Town addresses and extends to limited areas
outside of Town limits including the Prince Edward County Public School
buildings. This water system can service approximately 7,000 people
with a design capacity of three million gallons per day (mgd). The water
treatment plant was built in 1976 with a capacity of 200,000 gallons of
on-site storage and the ability and space to expand storage if needed.

Prince Edward County and the Town of Farmville
operate under a 2011 Regional Water Supply Plan.
The Plan provides an extensive evaluation and
discussion of the water supply and resources for the

The Hampden-Sydney College community water system is comprised County and the Town, including:

of six drilled wells, two treatment facilities, and multiple storage tanks.
The water system can service approximately 1,050 people with a design

capacity of 245,280 gallons per day (gpd). Existing Water Supply

. ) . ) Existing Water Use
The Sandy River Reservoir was constructed in 1994 to meet future public

water demand. The Reservoir will also serve as a backup water source
for Farmville’s water system once it is integrated. The Reservoir will
support future economic growth by providing additional water capacity to
Heartland Innovative Technology (HIT) Park.

Existing Resources

Projected Populations and Water Demands
Projected Demands Based on Future Land Use
Water Demand Management

Drought Response and Contingency Plan
The Town of Farmville provides sewer services to locations that receive
water service. The Town’s sewer system relies on a wastewater treatment
facility on Doswell Street adjacent to the Appomattox River. The
treatment plant has been in operation since 1994 and treats an average
of 1.7 mgd. The maximum capacity of this plant is 2.4 mgd, which
provides ample room for growth.

(R R T RS RS I S

Statement of Need and Alternative Analysis
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Table 6-1. Prince Edward County Convenience Sites.

Seven convenience sites are located throughout the County County Convenience Site Location

for residents to drop off household waste and recyclables.
2872 Buffalo Church Road

The convenience sites have limited amenities and gravel Darlington Heights Convenience Site )

surfacing. The County CIP identifies improvements to all Pamplin, VA 23958
convenience sites in the County including paving, new _ _ 248 W Stokes Road
fencing, signage, concrete pads for the compactors, and site Green Bay Convenience Site Green Bay, VA 23942
lighting. Improvements to the Rice Convenience Center were

completed in 2023. 2141 Hidden Lake Road

Prospect Convenience Site Prospect, VA 23960

The Prince Edward County Sanitary Landfill is located in

Prospect and is operated by the County. The available cells Rice Convenience Site 27 Aspen Hill Road
of the landfill have a remaining lifespan of approximately Rice, VA 23966
two years, but the County is working to extend that lifespan,

78 Trashmore Road

but the permitted maximum daily tonnage was increased Tuggle Convenience Site

from 175 tons of trash per day to 300 tons by the Virginia Prospect, VA 23960
Department of Environmental Quality in 2023. In addition, _ _ _ 160 Viss Bocd
plans have begun for the construction of a new landfill cell Virso Convenience Site Meherrin, VA 23954

which will increase the lifespan by about 12 years.
140 County Shop Road

Worsham Convenience Site Farmville, VA 23901

Source: Prince Edward County

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 2023

31,158 tons of - 20 tons of
garbage 291 tons of solid televisions
accepted at waste reduced recycled
the Landfill

Source: 2023 PEC Annual Report
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Electricity services in Prince Edward County are provided by Dominion Energy Virginia, Central Virginia Electric Cooperative (CVEC), and
Southside Electric Cooperative (SEC) with SEC servicing most of the County. Columbia Gas of Virginia provides natural gas in certain
areas of the County.

Broadband internet and cellular coverage have become essential to everyday life. Expanding these services to all residents of Prince
Edward County will have a significant impact on their quality of life. The need for internet access was identified as one of the top
challenges facing the County during community engagement.

In 2022, the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development awarded Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC) and Kinex
Telecom $15 million in grant money for broadband expansion through the Virginia Telecommunication Initiative (VATI). VATI works to
extend broadband service to areas that are currently underserved. This project will help to achieve universal broadband coverage in
Prince Edward County, as well as Cumberland and Lunenburg Counties (see the outlined area in Map 6-3). This expansion is expected to
provide fiber broadband to 11,397 underserved residents in the project area by 2027.

Map 6-2. Prince Edward County Broadband
Coverage and Wireless Assets as of April 2024.

Q

Broadband Coverage
® virginia

@ ProXfect @

Speed Filter
8425 mbps / {13 mbps

Technology Filter
All Technologies -

Percentage Filter
80%

Counties and Incorporated
Cities

Assets & Programs

Public WiFi Hotspots
Open WiFi
WiFi with Password

§ Vertical Assets

Source: Commonwealth Connect, April 2024
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Map 6-3. 2022 VATI Funding Area for CRC B]
and Kinex Telecom Broadband Expansion.
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The emergence of 5G technology has introduced a compelling alternative

to traditional fiber broadband for internet connectivity. 5G fixed wireless Tt 2
access uses the latest cellular technology to deliver internet access while - P
eliminating the need for cable or fiber installation. This route may offer a Sesmazas:
potentially faster, cost-effective way to provide homes with high-speed - i
internet, particularly in homes with limited or no fiber infrastructure. This Y
service may not yet be available in all areas but is actively expanding and S5t
should not be overlooked as a broadband option as it can help to fill crucial e g
service gaps, especially in rural areas.

Source: Commonwealth Connect

i

Source: Prince Edward County 117



PECPS Career and
Technical Education

Prince Edward County Public School
operates a Career and Technical
Education (CTE) center that provides
students with opportunities to build
valuable workforce skills in diverse
career fields such as agricultural science,
automotive technology, culinary arts,
business, and more.

In 2023, the Prince Edward County
Career and Technical Education Center
received a $37,500 grant from the
Virginia Department of Education (VDOE)
to purchase eight bundled augmented
reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR)
hardware kits that provide immersive
and interactive learning experiences for
students in CTE classes. This technology
will allow students to collaborate with
teachers and classmates in both virtual
and real-world learning environments.
Course applications for this innovate
technology include, but are not limited to
animal systems; automotive technology;
introduction to health and medical
sciences; and veterinary science.

zSpace AR/VR Technology
Source: zSpace Website; https://zspace.com/technology
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ACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Quality public education is essential to a thriving community. Working professionals and
families looking to relocate prioritize public education as a top factor in decision making.
Additionally, business start-ups and expanding companies depend on public school
systems to help attract the workforce they need to be successful. During community
engagement, Prince Edward County Schools was repeatedly identified as a top priority by
many.

Community engagement respondents were concerned with the quality of education as
well as the condition of public school facilities, especially the Elementary School. This
contributes to some parents sending their children to private school, or choosing to live in
surrounding localities and commute to Prince Edward or Farmville for work. Collaboration
between the County and Prince Edward County Public Schools will improve both the
perceptions and the reality of Prince Edward County Schools with a concerted approach to
providing a robust, quality education offered in updated and modern facilities.

W/

45% of community survey respondents indicated that one of their top 3
concerns about the future of the County is Prince Edward County Public Schools,
while 50% indicated that one of their top 2 priorities for the future is the

@ improvement of the school system and workforce development.

Source: Prince Edward County

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Prince Edward County Public School (PECPS) system operates one elementary school
(Pre-K through Grade 4), one middle school (Grades 5 through 8), one high school (Grades
9 through 12), and a career and technical education center on a shared campus just south
of Farmville. The campus also includes the School Board Office and bus terminal.

Public School planning is accomplished through the Prince Edward County School
Strategic Plan. The plan was adopted in 2018 and is currently being updated, with an
expected completion date of Fall 2024. This Strategic Plan will guide specific projects for
facility renovations and replacements.
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As a capitalimprovement project, the Prince Edward High School track was
restored in 2023. In addition to identified and completed projects, the County will
work with PECPS to continually improve and maintain all school facilities.

Source: Prince Edward County

Prince Edward County Public Schools has a total enroliment of approximately 1,800
students. The Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service projections show enrollment in
PECPS slightly declining each year with a projected enrollment of 1,598 students in the
2028-2029 school year.

During community engagement, Prince Edward County Elementary School was identified
as the facility with the most critical needs. The County’s FY 22-24 CIP designates the
renovation or replacement of this school as the number two priority. In 2023, the Board
of Supervisors approved renovations to the school’s existing facility including improved
access, security, and traffic flow, in addition to offering more hands-on learning options
for the students. The renovation will also relocate the front entrance, which will improve
drop-off and pick-up of students. The County’s School District was recently awarded a
$8.66 million grant from the Virginia Capital School Projects Fund to help offset the cost
of the renovation.

In the 2023-2024 budget the Board of Supervisors increased the real estate tax rate by
$0.04, with $0.01 of that increase earmarked for the elementary school renovation. In
addition, the County implemented a meals tax in 2023 for restaurants and businesses
outside of Farmville Town limits. One hundred percent of the proceeds from the meals tax
will be used for capital improvements to the Prince Edward County School System.

PECPS
Strategic Plan

Prince Edward County Public Schools
maintains a strategic plan that establishes
performance metrics and five-year
targeted actions for five main goals.

The Fiscal and Operational Effectiveness
section of the strategic plan identifies
targeted actions for a five-year timeframe.
The following projects have been identified
for the 2022-2023 academic year:

(O All campus areas will be monitored
remotely for safety and security.

¢ High school door replacement
completed.

¢ Continue to replace plumbing at the
elementary and high schools.

¢ Continue to replace the high school
roof.

{ High school auditorium renovations
completed.

( Finish food services consulting
recommendations.

(0 Replace two school buses.

{0 Equip 20% of the current bus and van
fleet with GPS systems.

{0 Maintain bus and van fleet in
accordance with state standards and
recommendations.
Source: 2023 PECPS Strategic Plan 119



The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) has established Standards of Accreditation for public schools in
Virginia. These standards are designed to ensure that all Virginia public schools establish and maintain
an effective educational program. Accreditation status is based on the scoring of school quality
indicators, including academic achievement; achievement gaps; and student engagement and outcomes.
These indicators are scored as follows:

PECPS stands
out as one of 18
school divisions
in Virginia that
has maintained

e Level One — At or above standard
e Level Two — Near Standard

e Level Three — Below Standard

or improved SOL
pass rates!

The VDOE conditionally accredits a school when one or more school quality indicators are assessed
as level three. The County and PECPS will work together to improve the quality of education for the

students of Prince Edward, and to address the issues identified during the VDOE accreditation process.
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Table 6-2. Prince Edward County Schools Overall Accreditation.

School 2018-2019 2019-2020 2022-2023 2023-2024
Accredited with Accredited with
Conditions; Conditions;

Prince Edward County Elementary School

Accredited

1 indicator at

Accredited

1 indicator at

Prince Edward County Middle School

Level Three Level Three
Accredited with Accredited with Accredited with Accredited with
Conditions; Conditions; Conditions; Conditions;

1 indicator at

2 indicators at

4 indicators at

3 indicators at

Prince Edward County High School

Level Three Level Three Level Three Level Three
Accredited with Accredited with Accredited with Accredited with
Conditions; Conditions; Conditions; Conditions;

2 indicators at
Level Three

3 indicators at
Level Three

1 indicator at
Level Three

4 indicators at
Level Three

Source: Virginia Department of Education




Chronic absenteeism rates in schools across Virginia have increased since the COVID-19 pandemic due to the extended school closures.
Chronic absenteeism is defined by the Virginia Department of Education as missing 10 percent or more of the school year, regardless

of the reason. Students with a consistent attendance record are more likely to succeed with the school’s curriculum. To this end, the
Governor of Virginia established the Chronic Absenteeism Task Force in 2023 as a key pillar of the ALL In VA plan to accelerate learning
loss recovery. This task force will develop resources and distribute action plans that school divisions can use to address these record-
high absenteeism rates.

Table 6-3. Prince Edward County Schools Chronic Absenteeism Rates.

School 2018-2019 2021-2022 2022-2023
Prince Edward County Elementary School 13.29% 27.5% 29.55%
Prince Edward County Middle School 18.54% 30.9% 30.56%
Prince Edward County High School 27.51% 47.74% 30.15%

Source: VDOE School Quality Profiles

Prince Edward County has the unique advantage of having two higher education institutions. Longwood University and Hampden-
Sydney College provide many benefits to the County in addition to excellent higher education opportunities, including being major
employers. Many opportunities for collaboration and partnership between the County and the colleges exist, especially related to
the public schools. Longwood and Hampden-Sydney also regularly bring alumni, parents, and other visitors to the area through both
academic and athletic programs.

Hampden-Sydney College is a private, four-year men’s college located in the County, six miles south of Downtown Farmville. The
undergraduate population was 876 students in the fall semester of 2023. Hampden-Sydney has been in continuous operation since
1775 — the tenth oldest college in the United States. The college is an invaluable historic and contemporary asset to the County’s culture
and character.

Longwood University is a state university enrolling more than 5,000 undergraduate and graduate students. Located in the heart of
Farmville, Longwood University has been a vital part of the Farmville and Prince Edward County community since it was founded in
1839. As one of many academic majors, Longwood offers an exceptional teaching program which can be leveraged into a valuable
partnership with Prince Edward County Public Schools (PECPS) and the County. A strengthening relationship between Longwood’s
education college and PECPS will provide the opportunity for student teachers to gain experience in the County’s schools and potentially
be hired after graduation as a full-time teacher.
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LONGWOOD
STUDENT
SYMPOSIUM

The 2024 Spring Student Symposium

for Longwood University challenged
students to develop strategies to attract
and retain young professionals in Prince
Edward. During this symposium, a
program concept was created that would
improve the quality of PECPS education
in addition to retaining younger, working
professionals in the County.

The concept proposes a five-year
incentive program with benefits such as
subsidized housing and tuition breaks
which would help to retain trained
educators in Prince Edward County Public
Schools and professionals and families in
the community. For more information, see
Chapter 1, About the Plan.
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> Longwood University dedicated the newly built Joan Perry Brock Center
% (nicknamed “|PB”) - a 72,000 square foot basketball arena and convocation hall -
§ in August 2023. This facility can host a variety of musical, cultural, academic, and
‘ i ® athletic events for years to come.
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Source: Longwood University Website; https://www.longwood.edu/jpb/

Prince Edward County Public Schools (PECPS) and Longwood University have partnered
to run the New Beginnings Mentor Program, which is a Virginia Department of Education
(VDOE) grant-funded program. The program works in two parts. In part one, Longwood
faculty and staff provide training sessions for new teachers, equipping them with critical
classroom skills. The second portion of the program involves PECPS offering professional
development and community-building activities, in addition to assigning each first-year
teacher with an experienced teacher mentor.

The Southside Virginia Community College (SVCC) campus is located just south of
Prince Edward County in Keysville. While not in the County’s jurisdiction, the school
provides residents of Prince Edward County and beyond with post-high school education
and workforce skills training opportunities. For example, opportunities to attend the
Governor’s School and dual enrollment courses through SVCC are available to PECHS
students.



ENHANCING COMMUNITY SERVICES
HEALTHCARE

Healthcare is vitally important for the community’s direct quality of life and is an important component of economic development.
Healthcare can be an economic engine in itself — it can support the growth of other economic assets, or, alternatively, it can be a
deterrent to business investment and residential growth depending on the quality and variety of available services. Prince Edward
County currently has one hospital, the Centra Southside Community Hospital in Farmville. The hospital has a total of 116 licensed beds.

Community engagement identified the need for additional healthcare options including primary care, specialists, telehealth, and mental
health professionals. Concerns were raised about Centra recently ending their obstetrics care and birthing facilities, which has resulted
in residents looking to places like Richmond, Lynchburg, and Charlottesville for healthcare options. Additionally, community members
shared experiences indicating the need for new health facilities including walk-in urgent care, standalone emergency room with x-ray
capabilities, and mental health facilities.

50% of community survey respondents said that new jobs in healthcare services
are one of the most desirable job types needed in Prince Edward County.

T
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SOCIAL SERVICES

The Prince Edward Department of Social Services (DSS) provides benefits and services to the residents of Prince Edward County based
on programs established by local, state, and federal laws and policies. These programs include child and adult services, foster care

and adoption services, employment services, SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) and TANF (Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families).

In 2023, the DSS served a total of 8,030 County residents by providing almost $73 million in benefits. A nine-member board comprised
of representatives from Farmville and the County govern the DSS. The DSS office is located on SMI Way, just outside of Farmville Town
limits. The facility is lacking a backup generator for emergencies, which should be funded through the County’s Capital Improvements
Plan (CIP).

LIBRARIES

The Barbara Rose Johns Farmville-Prince Edward Community Library is located on West Third Street in Farmville. This library is the
headquarters for the Central Virginia Regional Library network, which has two additional locations, one in Buckingham County and one
in Cumberland County.

This library provides the community with access to a variety of materials such as books, magazines, newspapers, audiobooks, videos,
and even e-books and digital audiobooks. A total of 47,939 items were checked out of the Farmville-Prince Edward library in 2023.

The library also hosts events for adults, families, teens, and children. Children’s programming includes story time, reading incentive
programs, and movies. Additional special services offered include test proctoring, providing basic tax forms, free Wi-Fi access, free
computer classes and use, and printing for a small fee.




Access to parks and recreation programs is
fundamental to a high quality of life and a
healthy lifestyle. While the County does not have
a parks and recreation department, the Farmville
Parks and Recreation Department provides
community events, adult sport leagues, youth
programs, and classes. These programs provide
valuable opportunities for County residents. In
addition to the Town’s amenities, the County
boasts a wealth of outdoor recreation resources.

The Prince
Edward-Farmville Youth
Association (PEFYA) is a
non-profit organization that
provides recreational sports
for all ages and skill levels. The
PEFYA offers sports programs,
leagues, and camps, including
baseball, basketball,
softball, and soccer.

Most desired recreation facilities identified by
community survey respondents
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32% 31%
Indoor/Outdoor Recreation
Pool Center
25% 24%
Hard Surface Large Outdoor
Courts Recreation
’.
20%
Biking, Walking,
& Hiking Trails
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OUTDOOR RECREATION

IN PRINCE EDWARD
COUNTY

Appomattox River

High Bridge Trail State Park

Briery Creek Lake and Wildlife Management Area
The Manor Golf Course

Sandy River Outdoor Adventure Park

Sandy River Reservoir

Sailor’s Creek Battlefield State Park

Twin Lakes State Park

Prince Edward-Gallion State Forest

Wilck’s Lake

Sandy River Outdoor Adventure Park; Source: Prince Edward County
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SANDY RIVER RESERVOIR

The Sandy River Reservoir is a
740-acre water supply impoundment
lake owned by the County. The County built
the reservoir in 1994, and fishing opened in
1996. Fisheries management is operated by the
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR).
The County owns additional land surrounding the lake;
the entire property totals about 1,000 acres.

Sandy River offers a double boat ramp with a courtesy
pier, fishing pier, bank fishing, and canoe/kayak launch
area. The Reservoir supports some of the best
sportfishing opportunities in the region, including
largemouth bass, black crappie, redear sunfish,
channel catfish, bluegill, and chain pickerel. The
Sandy River Reservoir is discussed as a
future water supply in the Water Service
section of this Chapter.

HIGH BRIDGE TRAIL STATE PARK

High Bridge Trail State Park is a
state-owned equestrian, hiking, biking,
and walking trail that extends for 31 miles,
traversing Prince Edward County and Farmville
along its path. The focal point of this trail is High
Bridge, which is over 2,400 feet long and 125 feet
above the Appomattox River.

The bridge is the longest recreational bridge in Virginia
and provides stunning 360-degree views of Prince
Edward County and beyond. Handicap accessible

parking, picnic areas, and restrooms are interspersed
along the trail. The trail was converted from an
abandoned rail bed to a trail for the use and
enjoyment by County residents and visitors of all
ages. A Visitor Center was constructed at the
High Bridge Trail Camp Paradise
entrance in 2023.




TWIN LAKES STATE PARK

Twin Lakes State Park is a
548-acre historic park featuring Prince
Edward Lake and Goodwin Lake. Prince
Edward Lake is about 36 acres in size with
excellent fishing and non-motorized watercraft
opportunities.

The Cedar Crest Conference Center is an event center
available at the lake’s edge for weddings, family
gatherings, retreats, business meetings, and more, in an
idyllic setting. Goodwin Lake is about 15 acres in size
and offers an ideal beach and cool water for summer
swimming. Twin Lakes State Park also offers a
33-site campground and 11 climate-controlled
cabins.

WILCK’S LAKE PARK

Wilck’s Lake Park is a 150-acre
natural area with a 55-acre lake
managed and owned by the Town of
Farmville. Although this family-friendly amenity
is within Farmville town limits, it also serves
County residents.

Amenities include a two-mile walking trail that
circumnavigates the lake, fishing opportunities, picnic
shelters, and a playground. The lake is stocked and
managed by the Virginia Department of Wildlife
Resources (DWR). Fish species found here include:
largemouth bass, sunfish, crappie, channel catfish,
carp, and gizzard shad.




PROGRAMS & PARTNERSHIPS

Regional planning and collaboration is crucial to meeting the needs of each locality. The successful partnership between Prince Edward
County and the Town of Farmville creates a cohesive community that works together to meet common goals. Community engagement
consistently identified the County and the Town’s partnership as a top asset.

In addition to the Town, Prince Edward County maintains many partnerships and initiatives with other organizations who provide
valuable community services and maintain an important physical presence in the community, especially the Commonwealth Regional
Council (CRC). The CRC is a regional planning organization that works to assist local governments within their jurisdiction with planning
for programs and projects, securing grants and loan funding for implementation, and managing those programs and projects. The
County will continue to maintain these partnerships, in addition to cultivating new partnerships to fulfill common goals and strategies.

Current partners include, but are not limited to:
Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC)
Centra Health

Central Virginia Health Services (CVHS)
Hampden-Sydney College

Longwood University




GOALS & STRATEGIES

Prunce Edward County will provide public facilities,
services, and uinfrosftructure to support a high guality
of life for all residents in a cost-effectine, eguitable,
ond prosperons manner.

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

Evaluate storage needs for the Sheriff’s
Office and allocate funding for identified
improvement projects.

6.14

Ensure that County employees are trained
regularly in information technology and
cybersecurity practices.

6.1.5

Create a single Emergency Communications
Center by consolidating the existing public
safety answering points (PSAPs) into one
service through a partnership with Prince
Edward County, the Town of Farmville,
Longwood University, and Hampden-
Sydney College.

6.1.6

Form a fire and rescue authority with
surrounding jurisdictions to improve fire and
emergency medical services.

Allocate funding in the Capital
Improvements Plan (CIP) to purchase a
backup generator for the Department of
Social Services (DSS) building.

Ensure that new development proposals

are evaluated for their effect on emergency
response times.
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6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

6.2.4

6.2.5

6.2.6

Continue the rehabilitation of the Mary E.
Branch School building as a community
center in partnership with the Town of
Farmville.

Complete the expansion of broadband
services to underserved areas of the County
through partnerships with businesses such
as Kinex Telecom.

Promote the broadband expansion project
with additional public outreach to keep
residents informed about the availability of
services.

Educate the community on waste and
recycling reduction efforts.

Continue working with regional partners
to plan for and develop necessary
infrastructure to meet the County’s long-
term water supply needs.

Update the Regional Water Supply Plan to
provide an accurate assessment of water
supply needs for the Prince Edward and
Farmville region.

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

Prince Edward County and Prince Edward
County Public Schools will collaborate

to address issues identified in the VDOE
accreditation process.

Collaborate with Longwood, Prince Edward
County Public Schools, and Prince Edward
County to establish a student teaching
program in the schools, with the goal of
retaining such teachers after graduation.

Work with Prince Edward County Public
Schools to promote public awareness of
improvements.

Continue growing the Career and Technical
Education program based on current
workforce trends.



6.4 ENHANCING COMMUNITY SERVICES

Work with regional partners to bring
6.4.] additional healthcare and mental health
specialists and facilities to the County.

Continue working with the Town of
Farmville to provide community recreation

6.4.2 programs through Farmville’s Parks and
Recreation Department.

Coordinate with recreation providers such
as the Southside Virginia YMCA and the

60403 Prince Edward-Farmville Youth Association
to offer recreation programs and events.

Pursue opportunities to add community
recreation amenities to existing public lands
6 4 4 and facilities, including school buildings
oTTe and grounds, and other County-owned
properties.

Explore possibilities to grow outdoor
6 4 5 recreation and tourism opportunities at
e Sandy River Reservaoir.

Explore the feasibility of building a County

6 4 6 indoor/outdoor fitness and community
AN center.

Sandy River Reservoir




